


WHO ARE YOU?



Jeff Foley

• President & CEO

• Certified Landscape Manager

• Certified Landscape Technician 

• Residential Landscaping Diploma

• ISA Certified Arborist

• Red Seal Landscape Horticulturist



Para Space Landscaping

• 180 Employees

• 341 Strata Properties

• 45 Rancho Managed Properties!



What we do

• Landscape Maintenance 

• Landscape Installation

• Plant Health Care 

• Irrigation



Landscape Maintenance 

We work throughout Metro Vancouver

PITT 
MEADOWS

Maple 
Ridge



What Sets Us Apart?

• We have the most accredited staff of any 
landscape company in Canada

• We have won numerous awards for our work





WHY CARE ABOUT LANDSCAPING?



The Importance of Landscaping

• Vegetation, and trees in particular, can act as 
natural filters for both greenhouse gases and 
particulate matter in urban environments.

– US Department of Agriculture

• Reduction of air temperature (by 4.4 degrees C)
– Meteorology, Geophysics, and Bioclimatology Archive

• Reduction of noise pollution (up to 15 decibels)
– Noise Abatement Study, Applied Acoustics



Landscaping Cultivates 
Community

Fertile Ground for Community: Inner-City 
Neighborhood Common Spaces. American Journal 
of Community Psychology

The presence of well 
managed landscaping is a 
very important feature in 
promoting the 
development of social ties 
within urban multi unit 
housing.



There is less graffiti, vandalism, 
and littering in outdoor spaces 
with natural landscapes than in 
comparable plant-less spaces.

Implications for Safety and Community. 
University of Illinois



A study found 7% higher 
rental rates for 
commercial offices 
having high quality 
landscapes.

The Influence of Trees and Landscaping on 
Rental Rates at Office Buildings. Journal 
Arboriculture

Commercial Real Estate



Landscaping Affects 
Shopping Habits

Business District Streetscapes, Trees and 
Consumer Response. Journal of Forestry

9-12%

Shoppers will 
spend more for 

goods & services 
in business 

districts with a 
high quality tree 

canopy

Distance

People will travel 
a farther distance 
to shop in areas 
that have higher 

quality 
landscaping

Time

People will 
spend more 

time shopping 
in places that 

have more 
greenery

14



Property Value
Money Magazine

15

Properties with “excellent” 
landscaping can expect a 
sale price of 6-7% higher 
than equivalent homes with 
“good” landscaping. 



WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?



The Lingo



Hardscape

Components of any landscape feature 
constructed of materials that include brick, 
stone, wood, metals or other natural or 
fabricated materials

e.g. streets, walkways, structures (arbors, 
pergolas, gazebos etc.), walls, site amenities 
(benches, trash cans etc.), pools and fountains, 
and fireplaces and fire pits etc.





Softscape

Parts of a landscape that comprise and support 
living material. For example flowers, plants, 
grass, trees, soil, mulch, etc.





Green Infrastructure

Landscape features whose function is to 
enhance the environment while providing 
ecosystems that support healthy living. 









Types of Plants



Tree

Deciduous Coniferous Evergreen



Shrub



Perennial
A non-woody plant which grows and lives for 

more than two years. 



Annual

A plant that completes its life cycle, from 
germination to the production of seed, within 
one year, and then dies. 



Hedge

Plants pruned into a fence or boundary.



Plant Sizes

#2cc
#1cc #3cc

#5cc
#7cc

#5cc #3cc

#1cc

#2cc#7cc

2.5 ft

6 ft

5 ft4 ft

6 ft

5 ft
4 ft

3ft



Hardiness



IPM

Integrated Pest Management:

An approach to planning and managing pests 
that uses a combination of cultural, biological, 
mechanical and chemical methods to reduce 
pest populations to acceptable levels and with 
the least disruption to the environment starting 
with the least toxic control first.



WHEN SHOULD THINGS BE DONE?



Calendar

What to expect from your landscape 
maintenance contractor



Period One
January – March



Deep Edging

• To create definition 
between the lawn and 
planted bed

• To ensure a pre-
emergent application 
can be performed 
without damaging the 
lawns

• Aesthetics 



Shrub Pruning



Tree Pruning



Cut Down Ornamental Grasses



Aeration & Lime



Aeration & Lime



Cedar Hedge Pruning



Power Raking & Seeding



Power Raking & Seeding



Herbicide Applications



Bed Maintenance



Topdressing



Lawn Care (as needed)



Period Two
April - May



Start Up Your Irrigation System



Spring/Summer Annuals are Installed



Lawn Care







Bed Work





Clean Ups

• Cleaning all hardscapes

– Walkways

– Roadways

– Exterior stairwells

– curbs

• Litter pick

• Clear exterior drains



Period Three
June - August



Many Tasks Continue…

• Lawncare

• Bedwork

• Cleanup Tasks 

• Paver Spraying

• Tending to annual flower displays



Mid Season Pruning





Re-assess your Irrigation System



Period Four
September - October



Leaf Clean Ups Start



Overseeding



Lawn Care



Perennial Deadheading



Winterize Your Irrigation System



Fall/Winter Annuals are Installed





Great Time for Planting!



Period Five
November - December



Leaf Cleanup



Profile Shearing



WHAT CAN GET ME IN TROUBLE?



Tree Protection Bylaws

• City bylaws generally prohibit the cutting or 
removal of any tree larger than 20 cm in 
diameter at breast height (1.4m above 
ground) without a permit



You also need a permit for…

• Trees planted in a strata complex by the 
developer are protected as they were a 
requirement of the development permit.

• Some specific tree species (dependent on 
municipality)



All Municipalities Are Different

• The cutting of trees (including roots) requires 
permission in Delta

• Nesting Surveys required in Port Moody

• Topping trees prohibited in Vancouver and 
Richmond

• No bylaw in the City of Langley



Liability Issues











Fall Protection Regulations

When is fall protection required?



When is Fall Protection Required? 

• Anytime work is conducted at height of 10 
feet or more and if there is a risk of a fall.

• Work from any height where there is some 
other factor which increases the hazard.



3 Types of Fall Protection

1. Exclusion

2. Restraint

3. Arrest



Exclusion
*Fall protection not 
required 

6.5 ft

Control Zone 
*Fall protection required 



Restraint

Anchor must be 
capable of 
withstanding 

800 lbs of force 
or 4 x the 
workers weight



Arrest

Anchor must be 
capable of 
withstanding 

5,000 lbs of force 
or 2 x the max 
arresting force

There must be a 
rescue plan!



Pesticide Bylaws

• Many municipalities have bylaws restricting 
the use of some pesticides

• While every bylaw is different, many have 
common exemptions



Biological Controls



Hardscapes



Noxious Weeds



Infestation



Exempted Products



WHAT PESTS SHOULD I BE WORRIED 
ABOUT?



Top 10 Pests



10. Bronze Birch Borer



Bronze Birch Borer

• Agrilus anxius

• Wood boring beetle that affects Birch trees

• Closely related to Emerald Ash Borer

• Larva feed on cambium of trees, starting at 
the top

• Adults emerge from tree and leave D-shaped 
exit hole



9. Spider Mite 



Spider Mite

• Microscopic

• They prefer hot and dry conditions

• Suck the fluids of plants

• Leaves will become stippled, eventually turn 
yellow and fall off the plant



8. Winter Moth



Winter Moth

• Operophtera brumata

• Moth/caterpillar pest of a variety of 
deciduous trees

• Caterpillars eat newly emerged leaves in the 
Spring

• Pupate and drop to the ground

• Adult female is wingless, need to climb up to 
the canopy of the mate with the male



7. Verticillium Wilt



Verticillium Wilt

• A fungal disease

• Discolouration of xylem in cross-section in 
rings

• Causes foliage to wilt, branch die back and 
eventually death of the plant

• No known cure

• Affects 350 species of plants



6. Leatherjacket



Leatherjacket 

• Tipula paludosa

• European Craneflies lay their eggs in the turf

• Adults are nuisance pests

• Larvae are turf pest, feed on roots on turf and 
affect water/nutrient uptake

• Low, dead, mushy patches of lawn are a sign

• Drainage problems make soggy lawns ideal 
egg laying sites



5. Aphids



Aphids

• A nuisance pest

• Rarely causes plants to die

• The aphids suck the juices of the plant and 
excrete a sticky substance (“honeydew”)

• Thrive in hot dry conditions

• Prefer certain species (linden, tulip tree)

• Many applications required throughout 
summer for control



4. Black Vine Weevil





Root Weevil

• Larval form is called Root Weevil

• Their damage is two-fold: adults eat foliage 
and larval form eat roots

• Small, white legless grubs with brown head 
capsule

• Voraciously eat the roots of host plants, 
affecting water and nutrient uptake and 
eventually plant death





3. European Chafer





European Chafer

• Amphimallon majale

• Turf infesting scarab beetle

• Originally arrived as an invasive to the 
Vancouver area in 2001

• Adult beetles exist only to reproduce, do not 
feed and die in ~ 2 week span

• Grubs cause all the damage, in that they are a 
tasty snack for small mammals and birds



2. Japanese Beetle







Japanese Beetle

• Popillia japonica

• One generation per year

• Voraciously feeds on fruit and foliage of 250 
plants

• Adults are actibe for 6-8 weeks in the summer

• Adults fly and are a “hitchhiker species”

• Females deposit 60 eggs into soil



1. Weeds

“any undesired plant/ a plant in the wrong 
place”

Weeding is one of the most labour intensive 
(costly) tasks when it comes to landscape 
maintenance.

Municipal pesticide bylaws have reduced the 
options we have to control weeds. 



Bittercress: (annual)
Cardamine hirsuta

• They can project hundreds 
of their seeds up to 1 
meter away from the 
original plant

• A single plant as shown can 
produce up to 400 seeds
within 3 weeks and seeds 
can remain viable for up to 
four years!



Creeping Buttercup 
(perennial)
Ranunculus repens

• Rapid spreading growth 
(up to 40’ per season) from 
stolons creeping into areas

• Prefers wet, compacted 
conditions 

• Pull and digging out roots 
is best; do not cultivate. 
Small root fragments will 
grow back



Horsetail (perennial)
Equisetum arvense

• A prehistoric weed; fossil 
evidence dating millions of 
years back

• Its tough, can grow through 
pavement

• It spreads by spores rather 
than seeds

• Extremely invasive and 
immortal!



Horsetail (perennial)
Equisetum arvense

• It will regrow from a few 
millimeters of plant

• Those bits can lay dormant 
for years

• Requires constant hand-
weeding of shoots to 
weaken/wear it down





Before After





WHO SHOULD I HIRE?



Who to Hire?

There are over 2400 Landscaping Companies 
Registered with WorkSafe BC

How can you ensure you are hiring a reputable 
firm that will serve you and your clients well?



Hiring Checklist

❑ Staff Accreditation

❑How long in business?

❑References

❑Awards

❑Member of BCLNA

❑Warranty?

❑ Liability Insurance

❑WorkSafe Coverage

❑Range of expertise?

❑What will be subcontracted?

❑Will their work be done 
according to the 
Canadian Landscape 
Standard?



Hiring a Professional



QUESTIONS?



Thanks!


